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DRDO hands over first batch of indigenous Leading
Edge Actuators & Airbrake Control Module to HAL for
LCA Tejas MK1A

DRDO’s Aeronautical Development Agency (ADA) has handed over the first batch of the
indigenous Leading Edge Actuators and Airbrake Control Module to Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL), marking a significant leap towards self-reliance in aeronautical technologies. The
HAL, Lucknow has already made preparations for the production of these units for the current 83
LCA Tejas Mk1A order.

The Secondary Flight Control of LCA-Tejas, comprising Leading Edge Slats and Airbrakes, now
boasts state-of-the-art Servo-Valve based electro-hydraulic servo actuators and control modules.
These high pressure, redundant servo actuators and control module, characterised by astute design,
precision manufacturing, assembly, and testing, represent a culmination of ADA's relentless
pursuit of indigenous technological prowess.

Collaborating with Research Centre Imarat (RCI), Hyderabad, and Central Manufacturing
Technology Institute (CMTI), Bengaluru, ADA plans to achieve self-reliance in these
technologies. The successful completion of flight trials for Leading Edge Actuators and Airbrake
Control Modules has paved the way for production clearance, enabling HAL to gear up for
equipping the Mk-1A variant of LCA Tejas.

The production of these critical components is underway at the Accessories Division, HAL,
Lucknow, marking a significant stride towards bolstering India's aerospace manufacturing
capabilities. Noteworthy contributions from public and private industries, including Godrej
Aerospace, Mumbai, alongside certification agencies such as CEMILAC and DGAQA, have been
instrumental in this endeavor.

Secretary, Department of Defence R&D and Chairman, DRDO and DG-ADA congratulated the
entire team of ADA, RCI, HAL, CMTI and all participating industries for achieving this
significant milestone.
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Vice Admiral Dinesh Kumar Tripathi appointed as the
next Chief of the Naval Staff

The Government has appointed Vice Admiral Dinesh Kumar Tripathi, PVSM, AVSM, NM, presently
serving as the Vice Chief of the Naval Staff, as the next Chief of the Naval Staff with effect from the
afternoon of April 30, 2024. The present Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral R Hari Kumar, PVSM,
AVSM, VSM retires from service on April 30, 2024.

Born on May 15, 1964, Vice Admiral Dinesh Kumar Tripathi was commissioned into the Executive
Branch of the Indian Navy on July 01, 1985. A Communication and Electronic Warfare specialist, he
has had a long and distinguished service spanning nearly 39 years. Prior to taking over as the Vice
Chief of the Naval Staff, he had served as the Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Western Naval
Command.

VAdm DK Tripathi has commanded Indian Naval Ships Vinash, Kirch and Trishul. He has also held
various important operational and staff appointments which include Fleet Operations Officer of the
Western Fleet; Director of Naval Operations; Principal Director, Network Centric Operations and
Principal Director, Naval Plans at New Delhi.

As a Rear Admiral, he has served as the Assistant Chief of Naval Staff (Policy and Plans) and the
Flag Officer Commanding Eastern Fleet. In the rank of Vice Admiral, he has served as Commandant
of the prestigious Indian Naval Academy, Ezhimala; Director General of Naval Operations; Chief of
Personnel and Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Western Naval Command.

An alumnus of Sainik School, Rewa and National Defence Academy, Khadakwasla, Vice Admiral
Dinesh Kumar Tripathi has undergone courses at the Defence Services Staff College, Wellington;
Naval Higher Command Course, Karanja and Naval Command College at the United States Naval
War College, USA.
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